
 
 

A NEW (OR OLD) AMERICA 
For months, two candidates have vied for the privilege of governing the United States. On 
Tuesday, Hillary Clinton lost her bid to lead the nation toward her vision of a grand, 
“progressive” future. Donald Trump’s unexpected victory offers him an opportunity to “make 
America great again”—to realize a wonderful future based on what he sees as a glorious past. 
Both candidates promised to make America a better country, but they did so from very 
different perspectives of what it should be like. 
 
THE NEW JERUSALEM 
The apostle John also envisioned a better future—far better than America ever was or shall be. 
The new Jerusalem will be based on what God has done in the past and will do in the future, 
not on what humans can accomplish through their own efforts. Because the new city will be 
God’s city, it will have none of the grisly aspects of human society but all of the glorious 
attributes of life in the presence of God. 
1. What does the bizarre nature of the 2016 political campaign tell you about human leaders 

(and their followers)? 
2. Did your actions and speech during the campaign contribute to or lessen the divisiveness of 

the dialogue? Explain. 
3. What responsibility do Christians have to the nation now that the election is over? How do 

you personally plan to exercise your part of that responsibility? 
4. What are you praying for in regard to president-elect Trump? (See 1 Timothy 2:1-4.) In 

regard to Hillary Clinton? 
5. How does the Bible’s description of the new Jerusalem affect your view of both the present 

and future world order? 
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