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DEDICATING THE REBUILDING EFFORT
In July of this year, a fire burned down a portion of the 134-year-old sanctuary at the heart of enormous cam-
pus of First Baptist Dallas, which occupies six blocks of the city. But last month, some three thousand members 
gathered around the destroyed area for a photo, vowing not only to rebuild but also to show the community 
that the church isn’t a building but a people, and their ministry never stopped. Extensive investigation and “se-
lective demolition” work must be done before reconstruction can begin, but the church leadership urged its 
people to come, to serve, to give, and most of all, to pray.

DEDICATING THE NEW HOME
When Abram and Lot decided to settle in different parts of Canaan, as covered in today’s text, Lot chose the 
well-watered plain of the Jordan River. Then God showed Abram the four corners of the land and told him to 
tour it all, because the Lord was giving it to him and his descendants. When Abram decided to put down roots 
near the oaks of Mamre in Hebron, the first thing he did was build an altar for the worship of God. 

1.	 If you were building a new church, what would your first steps be?
2.	 Why do some churches collapse as a result of a crisis (like a fire or COVID-19) while other churches 

seem to find new life?
3.	 What does it suggest to you that Abram pitched his tents and immediately built an altar to the Lord?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Contemporary Worship Weekly
Echoes Worship Weekly

Traditional Worship Weekly
Thomas L. Constable’s Notes on Genesis 13

Diane Miller on Genesis 13
Video: BibleProject on Genesis 12–50
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https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4JGkwp5ZDf5Eww31SGcF4n?si=63d4fa10ddfa47aa
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2psN0hA48H9Iyh6vJc5KKb?si=3ef5bb07ee15409e
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2utAcyXMWgIyBYmM6iBLfi?si=26c938e689ad4d1f&nd=1&dlsi=357f80e698cb4438
https://netbible.org/bible/Genesis+13
https://bible.org/seriespage/2-genesis-13
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/torah-genesis-2/

