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FEELING ABANDONED ON A BUS
Last month in Warsaw, IL, four-year-old Amelia Tibbits was accidentally left on a school bus after everyone else 
went inside the school. The school did not call home to check about the absence, so no one knew she was miss-
ing. Her grandfather, who put Amelia and her brother on the bus in the morning, met the bus when it returned 
a couple of hours later; but the little girl didn’t get off. He called the school and immediately filed a report with 
the sheriff’s office. Meanwhile, Amelia called attention to her plight by repeatedly honking the bus horn until a 
passing teacher came to investigate. She was reunited with her family after the scare, but an investigation is now 
underway regarding how this happened. 

FEELING FORSAKEN BY GOD
Today’s text shares David’s famous lament, which expresses feelings of abandonment by God. Jesus echoes the 
same words on the cross. One of many events in David’s life could have prompted these anxious sentiments, 
including King Saul’s relentless pursuit of him into the wilderness. Despite his fear, David praises the Lord, hoping 
for rescue and trusting himself to God’s provision. 

1. When have you felt abandoned or forsaken? 
2. Is it easy or difficult for you to trust God in desperate circumstances? 
3. Why do you think the words of this psalm were on Jesus’ mind as he hung on the cross? 

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Contemporary Worship Weekly
Echoes Worship Weekly

Traditional Worship Weekly
Rebecca Poe Hays, “Commentary on Psalm 22”

Steven J. Cole, “Psalm 22: The Sufferings and Glory of Christ”
Bruce K. Waltke, Commentary on Psalm 22
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https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4JGkwp5ZDf5Eww31SGcF4n?si=63d4fa10ddfa47aa
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2psN0hA48H9Iyh6vJc5KKb?si=3ef5bb07ee15409e
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2utAcyXMWgIyBYmM6iBLfi?si=26c938e689ad4d1f&nd=1&dlsi=357f80e698cb4438
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/good-friday/commentary-on-psalm-22-15
https://bible.org/seriespage/psalm-22-sufferings-and-glory-christ
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/commentary/psalm-1-psalm-41/#section-134

