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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

A BEACON OF HOPE ON CHIMNEY ROCK

Hurricane Helene caused extreme damage and loss of life when it made landfall this month. Some of the hard-
est-hit areas were nowhere near the beach. The village of Chimney Rock, NC—over three hundred miles from
the coast—was essentially wiped off the map by the storm. Western North Carolina had been soaked with
days of “predecessor rains” ahead of the hurricane, and then the storm itself dropped much more moisture
onto the already-saturated ground. The namesake for the town is a stone outcropping, called Chimney Rock,
which always flies an American flag on top. The flag was taken out in the storm, but a team from the State Parks
carved their way to the top as soon as they were able and raised the flag. Town officials hailed it as a beacon of
hope. “I know we'll get through this,” said resident Nick Sottile. “I know we'll rebuild”

HOPE BUILT UPON THE ROCK

In Psalm 62, David expresses his concern about enemies who threaten—while concealing their intentions be-
hind words of blessing. Twice in the psalm, David calls God his rock and his salvation, an unshakeable fortress.
While these enemies may have had some measure of strength, he knows that true power belongs to the Lord
alone, and this brings him hope.

1. How have you been affected by severe weather this year?
2. VWhen have you been part of an effort to rebuild something damaged or destroyed?
3. What is it about God that makes him a rock, a fortress, and an unshakeable foundation?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Contemporary Worship VWeekly
Echoes Worship VWeekly
Traditional VWorship VVeekly
Wendell Frerichs, “Commentary on Psalm 62:5-12"
Theology of Work Bible Commentary, “Anxiety when Unscrupulous People Succeed (Psalms 49: 50; 52; 62)
Bruce K. Waltke, Commentary on Psalm 62
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https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-after-epiphany-2/commentary-on-psalm-625-12-2
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/theology-of-work/anxiety-when-unscrupulous-people-succeed-psalms-49-50-52-62
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/commentary/psalm-42-psalm-72/#section-122

