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IT WAS REALLY THE QUEEN
Some ten years before her death, Queen Elizabeth II had an amusing encounter with two American tourists. 
The Americans were hiking in a forested area near the queen’s country estate in Scotland, when they came 
upon an elderly woman and a number of male companions. They all started to chat, and one of the hikers asked 
if the woman had ever met the queen, since they were so close to one of her residences. The older woman 
said she had not, but one of her escorts met with the queen regularly. So the American asked with excitement 
whether the woman would be kind enough to take his picture with the man who knew the queen, which she 
did. Perhaps just to be nice, he also had his picture taken with the sweet lady. Only later, when friends back 
home were looking at his travel photos, did he realize that he’d been talking with the queen of England.

IT WAS REALLY THE KING
Today’s reading is Jesus’ parable of the sheep and the goats. Both groups are judged on how well they have 
treated “Jesus” when they met him. But neither group remembered ever meeting him, and they certainly didn’t 
remember visiting him (or refusing to visit) when he was sick, or in prison. Only at the end does the king reveal 
that whatever kindness—or lack thereof—that they extended to any person in need is a kindness unto him. 
Every person in need is connected to the king of all creation.

1. What’s the best story you’ve ever heard about someone who met a celebrity, perhaps without realizing 
who it was?

2. Do you know anyone who might be in pain or need right now? Who?
3. How can we directly minister to the King of Kings?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Contemporary Worship Weekly
Echoes Worship Weekly

Traditional Worship Weekly
Carla Works’s “Commentary on Matthew 25:31–46”

Theology of Work on “Sheep and Goats (Matthew 25:31–46)”
Audio: Bob Deffinbaugh’s sermon, “Separating the Sheep from the Goats (Matthew 25:31–46)”
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https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4JGkwp5ZDf5Eww31SGcF4n?si=63d4fa10ddfa47aa
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2psN0hA48H9Iyh6vJc5KKb?si=3ef5bb07ee15409e
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2utAcyXMWgIyBYmM6iBLfi?si=26c938e689ad4d1f&nd=1&dlsi=357f80e698cb4438
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/christ-the-king/commentary-on-matthew-2531-46-10
https://www.theologyofwork.org/new-testament/matthew/living-in-the-new-kingdom-matthew-18-25/sheep-and-goats-matthew-2531-46/
https://bible.org/seriespage/separating-sheep-goats-matthew-2531-46

