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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

DWELLING WITH THEIR LITTER MATES

The veterinarians of McAlester, Oklahoma (130 miles southeast of Oklahoma City) are being overwhelmed by
stray cats and kittens. For example, one home began with one cat on the property that quickly became a colony
(or clowder) of cats, numbering over seventy. The county mounted a trap and release program that captured
the cats, brought them to vets to be spayed or neutered, and then returned them to their clowders or found
homes for them. Last year, the effort treated nearly five hundred cats in this way, and this year the challenge
continues. One litter of outdoor cats that were closely bonded were given a great home and are “living their
fairy tale life” in a heated barn owned by a family out in the country.

DWELLING WITH THEIR GOD

Today's reading concerns God's instruction for Moses and the people to construct a special tent in the wilder-
ness so that the Lord could dwell with his people. This tabernacle was to be a sanctuary that would be the
meeting place between the holy presence of God and the people he had brought out of Egypt.

1. Have you ever adopted a pet from a shelter or animal control service! VWhat was it like to welcome this
pet to dwell in your home?

2. Why do you think God wanted the people to build the tabernacle?

3. What is your reaction to the detailed instructions God gave for the tabernacle? VWhy were they important?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Contemporary Worship VWeekly
Echoes Worship VWeekly
Traditional VWorship VWeekly
Podcast Series from BibleProject: “VWhat's So Special about the Tabernacle”
Video: BibleProject’s Summary of Exodus 19-40
Bob Deffinbaugh on “The Hope of Heaven: The Tabernacle, A Taste of Heaven”
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