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DEALING WITH THE IMPACT OF DISEASE
This month marks the five-year anniversary of when COVID-19 was declared a national emergency. Medical 
staff worked to bring comfort and healing to patients, while trying to remain healthy themselves. Surgical masks, 
gloves, plastic shields, hand sanitizers, disinfectant sprays, and all manner of remote, touchless, and telehealth 
tools were brought to bear in the crisis. In addition to the risk of getting sick, healthcare workers carried a 
psychological burden during the pandemic. Five years on, this still shows up in persistently elevated rates of 
burnout, anxiety, and more. Treating the physical symptoms of disease is one thing, but addressing the strain on 
the system is more difficult.

DEALING WITH THE IMPACT OF SIN
Today’s reading records God’s instructions for Aaron on the Day of Atonement. In addition to the sacrifices 
he needed to make for himself, his family, and the people; he also had to cleanse the tabernacle and holy place 
themselves. The sin and disorder of the Israelites’ lives could not be allowed to intrude into the sacred places, 
where God’s visible presence was carefully managed and kept apart.

1.	 How do you show your appreciation to healthcare workers you know or encounter?
2.	 What was your experience in the earliest days of COVID-19?
3.	 If the holy places in the tabernacle were so separate, why do you think Aaron needed to make sacrifices 

to cleanse them?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Contemporary Worship Weekly
Echoes Worship Weekly

Traditional Worship Weekly
Robert L. Deffinbaugh on “The Day of Atonement”

David Guzik on Leviticus 16
Theology of Work Project on “The Foundational Concept of Holiness in Leviticus”
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https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4JGkwp5ZDf5Eww31SGcF4n?si=63d4fa10ddfa47aa
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2psN0hA48H9Iyh6vJc5KKb?si=3ef5bb07ee15409e
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2utAcyXMWgIyBYmM6iBLfi?si=26c938e689ad4d1f&nd=1&dlsi=357f80e698cb4438
https://bible.org/seriespage/day-atonement-leviticus-16
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/leviticus-16/
https://www.theologyofwork.org/old-testament/leviticus-and-work/the-foundational-concept-of-holiness-in-leviticus/

