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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

A GRANDFATHER IN PLACE OF HIS GRANDDAUGHTERS

Late last month, /7-year-old Manuel Pinzon was walking in his forest property with his twin granddaughters,
Isa and Gabi (both 8). The girls had spotted a fawn, and they'd brought their grandfather out to see it. As they
approached the site, they heard a loud crack from the trees overhead. A 75 Ib. branch had broken off and was
hurtling down toward the girls. Pinzon shoved his granddaughters out of the way but took the full impact of the
branch. His granddaughters called 911 and tried to staunch the blood with a rag, but Pinzon died shortly after
reaching the hospital. “You died for me,” one of the girls said afterward. “You are the only person that saved me.”

A RAM IN PLACE OF HIS SON

Today’s reading is the story of how God tested Abraham by asking him to sacrifice his son, Isaac. With his son
bound and placed on the altar, Abraham raised the knife to take the life of his boy. An angel of the Lord inter-
vened, indicating a ram caught in the bushes that would be the sacrifice in place of Isaac. Abraham passed the
test, and God spared his son.

1. What is your reaction to the heroism of Manuel Pinzon?

2. The account of Abraham’s near sacrifice of Isaac can be difficult to understand. What is your hardest
question about this reading?

3. Read Hebrews 11:19. How does this affect your interpretation of Abraham’s actions?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Contemporary Worship VWeekly
Echoes Worship VWeekly
Traditional VWorship VWeekly
Mark S. Smith’s “Commentary on Genesis 22:1-14"
Kathryn M. Schifferdecker’s “Commentary on Genesis 22:1-14"
Andy Patton’s “Why Did God Ask Abraham to Sacrifice Isaac?”
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https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4JGkwp5ZDf5Eww31SGcF4n?si=63d4fa10ddfa47aa
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2psN0hA48H9Iyh6vJc5KKb?si=3ef5bb07ee15409e
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https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-13/commentary-on-genesis-221-14-6
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-13/commentary-on-genesis-221-14-5
https://bibleproject.com/articles/why-did-god-ask-abraham-to-sacrifice-isaac/

