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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

CHILD PRODIGY IN THE ART GALLERY

When she was four years old, lllinois native Akiane Kramarik began receiving visions from God encouraging
her to begin expressing herself through visual media such as sketching and painting. This certainly surprised her
parents, both atheists. When Akiane was eight she confounded the art world by producing a large oil painting
of Jesus looking right at the viewer. The painting, Prince of Peace, displays a mastery of composition, light, and oil
painting technique that few adults—much less second graders—ever achieve. By age twelve, Akiane's portfolio
included more than sixty works, selling many for thousands of dollars, including one hanging in the US Embassy
in Singapore. Now in her thirties, she continues to paint, and she has also published books of her poetry. Aki-
ane’s works are filled with “colorful dreams and visions about heaven, Jesus, and God's amazing love.”

CHILD PRODIGY IN THE TEMPLE COURTS

When Jesus was twelve, he was separated from his parents during a trip to Jerusalem for Passover. Mary and
Joseph thought that Jesus was somewhere in their large caravan heading back toward Nazareth, after the fes-
tival. But when they realized that they have somehow “lost” the Son of God, they raced back to Jerusalem to
search for him. They finally found Jesus in the temple courts, amazing the learned teachers of the Law with his
understanding of the things of God.

1. Who is a child prodigy you know of?
2. When have you or someone else been surprised to the point of shock, fear, or awe?
3. How would you have felt if you had been Mary of Joseph in this story?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Contemporary Worship VWeekly
Echoes Worship VWeekly
Traditional VWorship VWeekly
Video: BibleProject Overview of Luke 1-9
Thomas L. Constable’s Notes on Luke 2
Ronald |. Allen’s Commentary on Luke 2:41-52
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https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4JGkwp5ZDf5Eww31SGcF4n?si=63d4fa10ddfa47aa
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2psN0hA48H9Iyh6vJc5KKb?si=3ef5bb07ee15409e
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2utAcyXMWgIyBYmM6iBLfi?si=26c938e689ad4d1f&nd=1&dlsi=357f80e698cb4438
https://bibleproject.com/videos/luke-1-9/
https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+2#constablesNotesHolder
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-christmas-3/commentary-on-luke-241-52-3

