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UNEXPECTED LABOR IN THE AIRPLANE
Ashley Smith Lett boarded a plane in Miami last month for a flight to North Carolina. She was five months preg-
nant and returning home from a trip. Lett settled in her seat, the plane due to depart, when her water broke. 
Fellow passengers comforted her in her distress and alerted a flight attendant, who escorted her back into the 
terminal. Before an ambulance arrived, Lett went into active labor and delivered the baby at the airport. Though 
baby Amilah is doing fine, nothing about her birth came quite as Ashley or her family expected!

UNEXPECTED TUMULT IN THE TEMPLE
Having traveled to Jerusalem for Passover, Jesus entered the temple courts. When he saw the merchants’ tables, 
zeal for his Father’s house consumed him. His actions created an uproar as he overturned tables and scattered 
coins and livestock. Jesus’ disciples connected his response with the words of Psalm 69:9. Other Gospel ac-
counts mention also Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11. Jesus’ actions upset the status quo. They brought conflict 
with the Jewish religious leaders to a head. The actions and reactions witnessed that day were unexpected. 
Jesus’ heart for his Father’s house moved him to a staggering response.

1. How do expectations color your response(s) in stressful situations?
2. In what ways can you look to Jesus for help in choosing the correct response to a person or situation?
3. How does following Jesus impact your actions and reactions?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Contemporary Worship Weekly
Echoes Worship Weekly

Traditional Worship Weekly
Audio: Rolf Jacobson, Craig R. Koester, Kathryn M. Schifferdecker for “I Love to Tell the Story”

Robert P. Hoch-Yidokodiltona’s “Commentary on John 2:13–25”
Steve Thomason’s “Visual Guide to John 2:13–25—Jesus Cleanses the Temple”

5

https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4JGkwp5ZDf5Eww31SGcF4n?si=63d4fa10ddfa47aa
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2psN0hA48H9Iyh6vJc5KKb?si=3ef5bb07ee15409e
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2utAcyXMWgIyBYmM6iBLfi?si=26c938e689ad4d1f&nd=1&dlsi=357f80e698cb4438
https://www.workingpreacher.org/podcasts/narrative-lectionary-112-cleansing-the-temple
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/narrative-lectionary/jesus-cleanses-the-temple/commentary-on-john-213-25
https://www.stevethomason.net/2022/01/10/visual-guide-john-213-22-jesus-cleanses-temple/

