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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

HEARING FOR THE FIRST TIME

Researchers in Sweden and China have teamed up to treat a form of congenital deafness caused by mutations
in a gene called OTOF. These mutations result in a deficiency of a protein that transmits signals from the ear
to the brain. The experimental treatment involves injecting each person with a synthetic virus that carries a
functioning version of the gene. All ten subjects reported significant hearing recovery in as short as one month,
with results still in effect a year later. “This is a huge step forward in the genetic treatment of deafness,” said Dr.
Maoli Duan, of the Karolinska Institute in Sweden, who led the study, “one that can be life-changing for children
and adults. We are expanding our work.”

HEARING A CALL FROM GOD

This week'’s reading is one of the most striking biblical accounts of encountering God. The prophet Isaiah comes
face to face with the pure holiness of God, and he sees himself accurately in that light. He feels his sinfulness
keenly and knows that if the Lord does not grant mercy, he will be undone. God is gracious and atones for
Isaiah’s guilt—then suddenly Isaiah hears the voice of the Lord calling for someone to be his servant.

1. What's the most incredible modern story of someone regaining hearing or sight that you know of?
2. When have you been overwhelmed by the holiness of God?
3. How has spending time with the Lord changed you?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Contemporary Worship VWeekly
Echoes Worship VWeekly
Traditional VWorship VWeekly
Video: BibleProject Overview of Isaiah 1-39
Helen Chukka’s “Commentary on Isaiah 6:1-8"
Sermon Notes, The High Calling, “VWhat’s Your Purpose?”
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https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4JGkwp5ZDf5Eww31SGcF4n?si=63d4fa10ddfa47aa
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2psN0hA48H9Iyh6vJc5KKb?si=3ef5bb07ee15409e
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2utAcyXMWgIyBYmM6iBLfi?si=26c938e689ad4d1f&nd=1&dlsi=357f80e698cb4438
https://bibleproject.com/videos/isaiah-1-39/
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/fifth-sunday-after-epiphany-3/commentary-on-isaiah-61-8-9-13-4
https://www.theologyofwork.org/the-high-calling/sermon-notes/called-to-love-whats-your-purpose-isaiah-6-sermon-notes

