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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

LIFTED BY HELICOPTER

Last month, it was helicopters that provided a rescue of last resort to residents of some Alaskan towns. VWhen
the remnant of Typhoon Halong swerved off its predicted course and slammed into the southwestern coast of
Alaska—-bringing windspeeds over a hundred miles an hour—homes toppled in the wind or floated off their
foundations in the flood. The storm displaced over a thousand people. Some sheltered in schools, but many
evacuated to Bethel, the nearest sizable town, with a population of 6,500. And shelters were quickly over-
whelmed. The area is nowhere near a highway system, preventing rescue and evacuation efforts. Fixed-wing
aircraft couldn't land amid all the damage, and thus the US Coast Guard helicopters had to evacuate people,
six at a time.

LIFTED BY ROPE

When Jeremiah predicted the imminent fall of Jerusalem to Nebuchadnezzar’s forces, local officials gained King
Zedekiah's permission to silence the prophet. Rather than murder him in broad daylight, they threw Jeremiah
into a cistern in the gatehouse courtyard. An assistant to the king, a foreigner named Ebed-Melek, exposed the
plot that would soon kill Jeremiah. Fearing a public reaction, Zedekiah gave Ebed-Melek thirty men to rescue Jere-
miah. They lifted the prophet from the pit using ropes, and he went on faithfully declaring the words of the Lord.

1. How close have you ever been to a hurricane or other natural disaster?
2. Why did King Zedekiah give conflicting orders about Jeremiah!?
3. What helps you to continue serving God faithfully when facing opposition or persecution?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Playlist: Contemporary Worship VWeekly
Playlist: Echoes Worship Weekly (featuring African-American music artists)
Playlist: Traditional Worship VWeekly
Comments: David Guzik on Jeremiah 38
Devotion: Theology of Work Project “Taking a Stand at VWork (Jeremiah 38)”
Video: BibleProject Overview of Jeremiah
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https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4JGkwp5ZDf5Eww31SGcF4n?si=63d4fa10ddfa47aa&nd=1&dlsi=50d9479698ce4e21
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https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/jeremiah-38/
https://www.theologyofwork.org/old-testament/jeremiah-lamentations/work-related-themes-in-the-book-of-jeremiah/taking-a-stand-at-work-jeremiah-38/
https://bibleproject.com/videos/jeremiah/

