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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

NO ONE THERE TO MOURN

One small town in southeastern VWales has recently decided to provide volunteer mourners for service funerals
that no one is expected to attend. People in the area who served in the U.K. military but have no next of kin
can now know that someone will be there, thanks to the idea of army officer Christian Griffin, from Blaenavon,
Torfae, Wales. When Griffin learned that some funerals go unattended, he brought the idea of volunteer
mourners to the Torfaen council, which voted unanimously to adopt the proposal. “In a society that is increas-
ingly individualistic and quite lonely,” Griffin said, “it would be nice to just have a bunch of people who just go to
[the] graveside, stand there, and commemorate that person in their very last moments.”

NOT ALLOWED TO MOURN

Today's reading describes the death of the wife of the prophet Ezekiel—and the Lord’s command that he re-
strain his public mourning. Ezekiel interpreted the Lord’'s message: in the same way that the prophet lost his pre-
cious wife, God was about to take away the object of the people’s affection—the temple and Jerusalem itself,
which the Babylonians would soon destroy. And the former residents of Judah would not feel free to mourn in
all the ways they might wish. Through it all, they would know that the Lord is sovereign.

1. What would you say if you were asked to speak at the funeral of someone you didn't know?
2. When have you felt forced to hide your true emotional reaction to something?
3. How should the people have responded to this sign shown through Ezekiel?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Playlist: Contemporary Worship VWeekly
Playlist: Echoes Worship Weekly (featuring African-American music artists)
Playlist: Traditional Worship VWeekly
Commentary: David Guzik on Ezekiel 24
Devotion: “The Death of Ezekiel's Wife” from Lindsey |acobi
Devotion: “Ezekiel's Wife” from Jeffrey A. Stivason
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