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A FATHER’S LOVE COMPELLED HIM
On December 5, Otoniel Gomez of Santa Ana, California, was awakened by his wife at 1:30 a.m. She smelled 
smoke, and when Gomez went to the door of their upstairs bedroom, heat and smoke proved that their house 
was on fire. They couldn’t get out that way, nor could they alert the others in the house. Gomez went out the 
window, jumped down to the patio cover, and dropped the final nine feet to the ground. He used a ladder to 
help his wife escape, then moved the ladder to other windows to begin trying to rescue the others. He pound-
ed on the window of his 11-year-old son, who was fast asleep, finally rousing him. In all, Gomez saved four other 
people, everyone in the house—along with their chihuahua, Lyka—before firefighters arrived. “To me,” Gomez 
later said, “it’s the family [that matters]. We are alive…. The rest of it is replaceable.” 

A FATHER’S COMPASSION COMPELLED HIM
Today’s lesson looks at the prodigal son parable from Luke 15 and the results of Peter’s sermon in Acts 2. In 
the parable, a son dishonors his father, squanders his inheritance, and falls on hard times. At his low point, he 
feels inspired to return to his father. The father, who has clearly been waiting for the return of his son, acts as 
if the son’s actions have not damaged their relationship. He throws a party in the son’s honor. In Acts 2, after 
Jesus’ ascension to heaven, Peter and the disciples welcome crowds of converts; and heaven celebrates those 
coming home to God in faith. 

1.	 How do you think Mr. Gomez’s family feels about his response to the fire?
2.	 When have you felt like the prodigal son?
3.	 How can you invite someone to come home to God?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Playlists
Contemporary Worship Weekly

Echoes Worship Weekly (featuring African-American music artists)
Traditional Worship Weekly

Study Resources
Commentary: Niveen Sarras’ “Commentary on Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32”

Devotional: “Twists and Turns” by Theology of Work
Commentary: NetBible on Luke 15

6

https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4JGkwp5ZDf5Eww31SGcF4n?si=63d4fa10ddfa47aa&nd=1&dlsi=50d9479698ce4e21
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2psN0hA48H9Iyh6vJc5KKb?si=3ef5bb07ee15409e
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2utAcyXMWgIyBYmM6iBLfi?si=26c938e689ad4d1f&nd=1&dlsi=357f80e698cb4438
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/fourth-sunday-in-lent-3/commentary-on-luke-151-3-11b-32-5
https://www.theologyofwork.org/the-high-calling/twists-and-turns/
https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+15

