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PERSEVERANCE ON MARS
On February 18, 2021, NASA’s Mars Perseverance rover landed on Mars and began its mission of looking for 
signs that life may’ve existed at some point in the red planet’s distant past. After five years of driving across 
twenty-five miles of dirt and rock, the plucky science vehicle has been determined by mission specialists to be 
in excellent shape. They have cleared “Percy” for at least another five years and thirty-seven miles. “The rover 
is in excellent shape,” says Steve Lee, the Perseverance deputy project manager from NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory. “Its systems are fully capable of supporting a very long-term mission to extensively explore more 
fascinating regions of Mars.”

PERSEVERANCE IN LIFE
Today’s reading includes four New Testament passages concerning Simon Peter. Near the beginning of Jesus’ 
public ministry, he invites two fishermen, brothers Andrew and Peter, to be his disciples. When Jesus later tests 
these disciples, asking who he is, it is Peter who declares that Jesus is the Messiah. After Jesus’ resurrection, he 
comes to Peter, “the Rock,” to challenge him. When Peter claims to love Jesus, the Lord tells him to respond by 
feeding his sheep. Nearer to the end of Peter’s life, he can write with personal conviction about the patience 
that God shows each person. 

1.	 What’s the most resilient machine you know of?
2.	 How was Peter able to recover from his serious failures as a disciple of Jesus?
3.	 Where is an area of your life where God is teaching you perseverance?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Playlists
Contemporary Worship Weekly

Echoes Worship Weekly (featuring African-American music artists)
Traditional Worship Weekly

Study Resources
Commentary: Jennifer Garcia Bashaw’s “Commentary on John 21:1–19”

Devotional: Theology of Work, “Peter Disowns Jesus”
Video: BibleProject’s “The Book of 2 Peter”
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https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4JGkwp5ZDf5Eww31SGcF4n?si=63d4fa10ddfa47aa&nd=1&dlsi=50d9479698ce4e21
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2psN0hA48H9Iyh6vJc5KKb?si=3ef5bb07ee15409e
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2utAcyXMWgIyBYmM6iBLfi?si=26c938e689ad4d1f&nd=1&dlsi=357f80e698cb4438
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-of-easter-3/commentary-on-john-211-19-6
https://www.theologyofwork.org/the-high-calling/peter-disowns-jesus/
https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-2-peter/

