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VERY FAR FROM EARTH
Late last year, humans were enthralled with the behavior of a comet named 3I/ATLAS. It’s only the third known 
comet that originated in a solar system other than our own. Observations showed that it did not shed gases 
and material as it approached the sun, like local comets do. This gave rise to some wild theories about what it 
was. However, now that it is leaving the inner planets behind, it is finally shedding those things. This is probably 
because, in its journey through interstellar space, it formed a crust around it. But after passing nearest to the 
sun in December, it heated the interior enough to cause the release of pristine ices that hadn’t been exposed 
to space for billions of years.

NOT FAR FROM THE KINGDOM
We read from Mark and James today that Jesus has said and done enough to make the teachers of the Law ea-
ger to catch him in a contradiction. One of these religious experts challenges Jesus to name the most important 
command of God. Instead of falling into an argumentative trap, Jesus says that love of God and love of neighbor 
together make up the entire Law, even more important than sacrifice. Jesus says that the person who knows 
these commands is “not far from the kingdom of God.” Genuine faith is demonstrated by acts of obedience. 
Love is more than words; it is action.

1.	 How many comets have you ever seen, if any?
2.	 What does it mean to be close to the kingdom of God?
3.	 When has your faith resulted in action?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Playlists
Contemporary Worship Weekly

Echoes Worship Weekly (featuring African-American music artists)
Traditional Worship Weekly

Study Resources
Commentary: Sung Soo Hong’s “Commentary on Mark 12:28-34”

Video: BibleProject on “Agape / Love”
Commentary: Thomas L. Constable’s “The Importance of Vital Faith 2:14–26”
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https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4JGkwp5ZDf5Eww31SGcF4n?si=63d4fa10ddfa47aa&nd=1&dlsi=50d9479698ce4e21
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2psN0hA48H9Iyh6vJc5KKb?si=3ef5bb07ee15409e
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2utAcyXMWgIyBYmM6iBLfi?si=26c938e689ad4d1f&nd=1&dlsi=357f80e698cb4438
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-31-2/commentary-on-mark-1228-34-7
https://bibleproject.com/videos/agape-love/
https://soniclight.com/tcon/notes/html/james/james.htm#b-the-importance-of-vital-faith-214-26

