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GO DOWN IN THE OCEAN TO LEARN
Last month, a research team from Arizona State University (ASU) traveled deep into the Pacific Ocean to the 
Juan de Fuca Ridge, off the coast of Washington, to study hydrothermal vents. “We know more about the 
surface of the moon,” said ASU researcher Carolynn Harris, “than we know about the bottom of the ocean 
on our own planet.” The crew boarded a vessel that is equipped to operate the Alvin deep-sea submersible. 
They descended to the ocean floor to study nitrogen cycling and microbial life. The crew also conducted live 
Zoom sessions with a middle-school classroom in faraway Phoenix, Arizona. “A lot of these kids have never had 
interaction with anything outside of their immediate area,” science teacher Jim Hess said. “This shows them the 
world is bigger—and that they can be part of it.”

GO UP THE MOUNTAIN TO LEARN
Today’s reading is for “the last days,” when God’s temple high up in Jerusalem becomes center to all the world. 
All people will come up to worship Yahweh as Lord of the earth. They will want to learn God’s ways. Centuries 
later, Paul says that God is Creator and Father for all, and he is the one in sovereign control of the nations. God 
is near to all people, and God wants all people to come to him.

1.	 What’s something interesting about the ocean?
2.	 When have you traveled a long distance in order to learn?
3.	 How have you seen people from all over the world coming to worship God?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Playlists
Contemporary Worship Weekly

Echoes Worship Weekly (featuring African-American music artists)
Traditional Worship Weekly

Study Resources
Commentary: Anathea Portier-Young’s “Commentary on Isaiah 2:1-5”

Podcast: BibleProject on “The Cosmic Mount Zion in Isaiah”
Devotion: Theology of Work on “Engaging the Culture With Respect (Acts 17:16-34)”
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https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4JGkwp5ZDf5Eww31SGcF4n?si=63d4fa10ddfa47aa&nd=1&dlsi=50d9479698ce4e21
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2psN0hA48H9Iyh6vJc5KKb?si=3ef5bb07ee15409e
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2utAcyXMWgIyBYmM6iBLfi?si=26c938e689ad4d1f&nd=1&dlsi=357f80e698cb4438
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-of-advent/commentary-on-isaiah-21-5
https://bibleproject.com/podcasts/cosmic-mount-zion-isaiah/
https://www.theologyofwork.org/new-testament/acts/a-clash-of-kingdoms-community-and-powerbrokers-acts-13-19/engaging-the-culture-with-respect-acts-1716-34/

