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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

OBEY THE LLAMA LAW OF GEORGIA

Did you know that the state of Georgia has a law protecting llama owners from being sued, even if their llama
kills someone? The Georgia Department of Agriculture considers it general knowledge that llamas are known to
be “inherently dangerous.” Therefore, if you get too close to a llama and suffer injury (or get spat upon), that's on
you. The law wants to be sure you know that this personal liability pertains to “all llama-related activities.” Now,
if someone brings a llama to an event but does not make “reasonable and prudent” efforts to ensure public
safety, then that person can be sued. Otherwise, Georgian llamas and their owners are untouchable.

OBEY THE AUTHORITY OF THE EMPIRE

Today's readings concern the Christian’s stance with regard to governmental authority. VWhen Jesus is presented
with a choice to side with the Roman empire about paying taxes or with those who refuse, he differentiates
God's authority from authority belonging to human leaders. Paul says that being subject to the government is
for our good. Peter instructs Christians to submit to civic authority—which is instituted by God. Freedom as
God's beloved people is to be used for the good of others and to enhance the reputation of Christ.

1. How do you feel about llamas, alpacas, and/or camels?
2. What'’s a strange law or ordinance you know of?
3. When have you found it easy to submit to the governing authorities! VWhen has it been harder?

Additional Resources
Any videos or web materials are for your personal use. If you play any media files in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Playlists
Contemporary Worship VWeekly
Echoes Worship VWeekly (featuring African-American music artists)
Traditional VWorship VVeekly

Study Resources
Commentary: Thomas L. Constable’s “Respect for Others 2:13—3:12"
Podcast: BibleProject on “Reading While Black”
Devotion: Theology of Work on “VWhat Should VWe Do With Romans 137"
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