Teaching the Bomber
Part 4 in a Series of Problem Student Tips
by Brent C. Amato
Having read the previous three articles, you know by now that the bored, the barrier, the boss, and the bomber are four types of problem students who present themselves in your classroom. This chapter will address the fourth and most dangerous of these.

The bomber enters your classroom looking for targets. He or she may take verbal aim at your lesson, the other learners, and/or you personally! For some reason, the bomber seems to have the proverbial “chip on his shoulder” that results in lashing out. Whether the bomber is simply misguided or intentionally malicious, failure to deal with the situation can mean the destruction of your class.

Jesus, the master teacher, had to deal with both kinds of bombers. Peter was one of the “misguided” kind on at least one occasion (see Matthew 16:21-23). Many Pharisees were of the “intentionally malicious” ilk (see Mark 12:13-17). Jesus didn’t let the bombers’ agendas succeed in his day, and neither can we in ours.

One More Imperative

Our previous chapters offered three imperatives for all types of problem students: intercessory prayer, relating in accordance with the New Testament’s “one another” passages, and spiritual parenting. One additional imperative specifically applies to you, the teacher: never give up.
After an especially vexing class, haven’t we all asked ourselves, “Why do I continue to teach? Why do I even bother?” We easily can picture the apostle Paul asking himself the same questions many times, especially after undergoing the physical bombings of whippings, beatings, and stoning (2 Corinthians 11:23-29). Paul continually found his teaching under bombardment by both misguided and malicious bombers (Galatians 2:11-14; 3:1-5). But Paul never gave up. “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9).

One Focus, Three Strategies

Your classroom may have nice lighting, comfortable chairs, and other fine accouterments, but it is also a battlefield. Satan’s goal is to destroy, and he will fill your classroom with every kind of spiritual land mine, bullet, and bomb that he can. Thus we need some strategies to defeat his intentions.

First, prepare yourself with the realization that your teaching will be subject to spiritual attack. This just goes with the territory. If Jesus and Paul experienced bombers, why shouldn’t you? Before you walk onto your classroom battlefield, make sure to “put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes” (Ephesians 6:11). Effective teachers are not only prepared with a lesson, but also clothed in spiritual armor.

Second, guard the truth and the class. There are doctrinal nonnegotiables, and you must be able to defend them from attack (2 Timothy 2:15). Seek to defuse the bomber quickly, calmly, and graciously (Proverbs 15:1). If at all possible, defer a confrontation until after class. In extreme cases, the protection of your flock may require that the bomber not be allowed to return to your class (Titus 3:10). If the situation is potentially at that point, then the elders need to be consulted about how to deal with the person. If he or she is bombing your class, then they are probably planting land mines in other areas of the church as well. Extreme discipline, beyond what you are in a position to administer, may be necessary. Our third strategy may help keep the situation from reaching that point.

Third, minister to the bomber outside the classroom. The root of the problem may be unresolved conflict, deep-seated emotional pain, a doctrinal agenda, unrepentant sin, or a personality issue directed toward you in particular. Finding out what’s going on inside the bomber should be a priority, and this may require lots of time and tact. It may also require involving other people: leaders such as the elders, the minister, or a counselor in your church.
Remember that the goal is redemption and restoration (Galatians 6:1); the method for that is a blend of love and truth (Ephesians 4:15). A redeemed and restored bomber may be the best lesson you ever teach!
