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In THe ;
WORLD “And now | am no more in the world,
but these are in the world...” (John 17:11).

Use this recent news story to help your students see the relevance
of this week’s lesson from the Standard Lesson Commentary”®
or Standard Lesson Quarterly®.

A BLIND RAGE

This month, a man in Milwaukee didn’t like how another motorist was driving, so he pulled out a gun,
fired several times into the other car, and drove away. The other car was driven by a young mother with
her four children in the back, aged 1, 2, 3, and 4, out for a drive on a Saturday morning. The three-year-
old girl was shot and killed. An expert on road rage says that “denial and loss of objectivity” are a
contributing factor in the person who becomes enraged. “We tend to overlook our own faults and place
blame on others.” No doubt this driver had serious issues before the incident, and it flared out
murderously over someone else’s trifling error.

A BLIND EYE

Jesus warned us against overlooking our own serious issues and letting them flare out against other
people’s trifling errors. We may have a beam- or plank-sized sin in our own lives, but what often gets our
attention is the mote or speck of a sin in someone else’s life. We must maintain a healthy mindfulness of
our own imperfections—or risk inflicting horrifying harm to another. An awareness of our own tendencies
to sin causes us to have mercy on others and to approach their failings with humility and patience.

1. What was an incident of road rage that impacted you or someone you know?

2. In addition to road rage, what are other ways in which people can magnify someone else’s sin and turn
a blind eye to their own faults?

3. What’s an example of a failing in your own life that has caused you to be slow to condemn others for
their failings?

Additional Resources
Music Video, Traditional: “Amazing Grace”

Music Video, Multicultural: “Joy Never Ending” by David & Nicole Binion
Music Video, Contemporary: “Know Your Heart” by David Leonard
Barclay’s Study Bible on Matthew 7
Guzik’s Commentary on Matthew 7
IVP Commentary Series Covering the Whole Sermon on the Mount
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NG0vH4WYChQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eY-KHLCm9Ac&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lRwUiGRNSro
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dsb/matthew-7.html
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/guzik_david/StudyGuide2017-Mat/Mat-7.cfm
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/ivp-nt/Ethics-Gods-Kingdom
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