
WHEN LAWS ARE BROKEN, PEOPLE DIE
Late in September, a school of 800 students in Nairobi, Kenya, collapsed, injuring dozens and killing at 
least seven children. The non-enforcement of building codes contributed to this tragedy, allowing shoddy 
workmanship, greed, and a lack of oversight. Residents demanded resignations, arrests, and criminal 
charges over the laws that were broken and the lives that were ended.

WHEN LAWS ARE OBEYED, PEOPLE FLOURISH
Moses addressed the children of Israel and recounted how God had been faithful to them in the wilderness 
by providing for them and by giving them His Law. If they would obey this Law, they would inhabit the 
Promised Land and thrive, gaining a reputation for being people of wisdom with a great and approachable 
God. But if they disobeyed the Law, destruction and death would surely follow. 

1. What’s an example of a law that, if broken, could result in great tragedy?
2. How can the balance be maintained between public well-being and private liberty?
3. How does obeying civil laws help everyone?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “All Creatures of Our God and King”
Music Video, Multicultural: “Rain” by Noel Robinson
Music Video, Contemporary: “Pieces” by Sarah Kroger

Matthew Henry’s Commentary on Deuteronomy 4
JFB Commentary on Deuteronomy 4

Guzik’s Commentary on Deuteronomy 4
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_RkzFZoxDo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=118&v=M9Paw9zrCM8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=wQESoFsA91M
https://www.christianity.com/bible/commentary.php?com=mhc&b=5&c=4
https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/deuteronomy/deuteronomy-4.html
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/deuteronomy-4/
https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world



