
PRETENDING SAFETY WHILE A VIRUS RUNS RAMPANT 
Back in December, in the earliest days of the coronavirus in China, Dr. Li Wenliang and seven other 
doctors were reprimanded by state officials for warning people about the outbreak. Dr. Li, who was 34, 
used social media to tell friends about the emerging threat. Police rebuked Li and the other doctors, 
asserting the government’s official position that there was no danger at all. The disease became a 
worldwide epidemic, and last month, Dr. Li died from the coronavirus he warned about.

1. What was it like when you or someone else battled a frightening illness?
2. How can pretending that something is untrue harm ourselves and others?
3. What can be done when you feel that your heart isn’t truly right before God?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”
Music Video, Multicultural: “Friend of God” by Israel Houghton
Music Video, Contemporary: “The Same Jesus” by Matt Redman

Guzik’s Commentary on Amos 5
JFB Commentary on Amos 5

Coffman’s Commentary on Amos 5
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PRETENDING RIGHTEOUSNESS WHILE INJUSTICE RUNS RAMPANT 
In our text today, the prophet Amos delivers God’s judgment on Israelites who pretended righteousness 
while injustice and sin ran like a virus through the whole community. They preferred the official position 
that their sacrifices exhibited pure hearts, but God exposed the acts as empty rituals. They were making 
God sick because their false beliefs allowed corruption to thrive among them. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NML640yBoKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u7_T5KtxZFM&list=RDkr0IS9v7ktg&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2btL7IVbI08&feature=emb_logo
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/amos-5/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/amos/amos-5.html
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/amos-5.html
https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world



