
HE SHOULD NOT SPEAK RECKLESSLY 
In Ghana this month, a politician was reprimanded in the media for making what his opponents called 
reckless comments. Johnson Asiedu Nketia, General Secretary of the National Democratic Congress, 
accused military officers conducting traffic stops in the Banda Constituency region of being “drunkards” 
who “looked like rebels on drugs.” Opponents condemned Asiedu Nketia’s remarks, reminding him 
repeatedly that he should know better. In this culture, as a person ages, he is expected to gain mastery over 
his tongue. “He is an elderly man,” said one detractor, “and so he should not talk recklessly.” 

1. What consequences result from speaking carelessly?
2. Why is it sometimes difficult to hold our tongue?
3. When have you seen how powerful words can be to build someone up?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “I Am Thine, O Lord”
Music Video, Multicultural: “Stay” by William McDowell

Music Video, Contemporary: “Nineveh” by Danny O’Callaghan
Ellicott’s Commentary on James 3
Guzik’s Commentary on James 3

Barclay’s Commentary on James 3
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WE SHOULD NOT SPEAK RECKLESSLY, EITHER 
James reminds his readers how important it is to speak wisely, as well. The tongue is the conduit for both 
praise and cursing, and though the tongue can be harder to tame than a wild beast, still the wise man will 
tame it. Reckless words can set the whole course of one’s life on fire. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMrgaV9pqUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2KiUPP0KO5A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mri1FthDg38
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/ellicott/james/3.htm
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/james-3/
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dsb/james-3.html
https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world



