
UNAFRAID TO ATTEMPT A RESCUE 
This fall, on a rainy night in Greenacres, Florida, a car lost control, went off the busy highway, and landed in a 
flooded canal. Off-duty Battalion Chief Frank Marciante witnessed the accident and stopped. The car was 
already submerged to the top of its windows. Nevertheless, Marciante dove in, reached the young woman 
through the passenger side, and pulled her to safety. “If it was not for his willingness to put her life before his, 
the outcome would have been very different," Fire Chief Brian Fuller said. “There were many other witnesses 
to this accident; however, only one got out of his vehicle and dove into the water to save her.”

1. When has fear held you back from doing something you wanted to do?
2. What fears might prevent a wedding from going through as planned?
3. If you have felt God calling you do to something scary, what did you do?

UNAFRAID TO OBEY GOD’S COMMAND 
When Joseph learned that Mary, his betrothed, was pregnant, he was doubtlessly outraged. Evidently, there 
was also an element of fear involved, because when the angel appeared to him in a dream, he told Joseph 
not to be afraid to take Mary for his wife. Perhaps Joseph was afraid of the social consequences of marrying 
her or of the scorn he and Mary—or the baby—might have to endure. But when he was assured that God 
was commanding him to marry her, he set his fears aside.

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “When All Thy Mercies”
Music Video, Multicultural: “I’m Yours” by Casey J

Music Video, Contemporary: “Heavenly Father” by Matt Marvane and Paul Baloche
Barclay’s Commentary on Matthew 1
Pulpit Commentary on Matthew 1
JFB Commentary on Matthew 1
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Get unlimited access to “Unpacking This Week’s Lesson” podcast when you sign up for our Church 
Support Program: https://churchsupport.davidccook.org/ 

https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L2oSZzdNt5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKXmpdPI2rM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Me800dtIhjE
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dsb/matthew-1.html
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/pulpit/matthew/1.htm
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/jfb/Mat/Mat_001.cfm
https://churchsupport.davidccook.org/



