
UNIFIED BY THE OLYMPIC SPIRIT
As we anticipate the 2021 Olympic Games in Tokyo, we may recall that the 2008 Beijing Games were the 
scene of an incredible display of Olympic spirit. The Danish sailing team was favored to win the gold medal in 
the men’s 49er competition, but in rough seas just before the final race began, their mast broke. When the 
team from Croatia, who had not qualified for the medal race, heard that the Danish team needed a boat, 
they sprinted to the marina to get theirs rigged for the race. “For them it was just a natural thing to do— 
‘These boys need a boat, we have a boat, they’re getting our boat,’” one of the Danish sailors recalled. “They 
were true legends, really nice guys showing true sportsmanship.” The Danish team went on to win gold.

1. What club, alma mater, or affiliation best unites you with people who are otherwise strangers to you?
2. If there were no language barrier, what could you talk about with a believer in a very different culture?
3. How well or poorly do you think the world sees unity in the Church, and why do you think that is?

UNIFIED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
Christians around the world and across time are united by the Holy Spirit. Truly, we may have more in 
common with a brother or sister from a completely different culture or era than we do with our next-door 
neighbor. Jesus prayed that the world would comprehend that this unity is a sign that the same Spirit is within 
us all, which would be a further testimony that He and the Father are one.
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Get unlimited access to “Unpacking This Week’s Lesson” podcast when you sign up for our Church Support 
Program: https://churchsupport.davidccook.org/.

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “Halleluiah, What a Savior! (Man of Sorrows)”
Music Video, Multicultural: “Promises” by Joe L. Barnes & Naomi Raine (Maverick City)

Music Video, Contemporary: “In Christ Alone” by Celtic Worship
Ellicott’s Commentary on John 17

Coffman’s Commentary on John 17
Spurgeon’s Exposition of John 17

https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWOvD06hJqM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5m09rqOoxE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kvFtXphmMU
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/ellicott/john/17.htm
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/john-17.html
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/spe/john-17.html



