LESSON 1
March 7, 2021

LISTENING WITH PERSEVERANCE
On February 18, NASA landed its Perseverance Rover on the surface of Mars. In addition to amassing
incredible photos and video of the landing itself, an onboard microphone recorded the first-ever direct
sounds from another planet. At a press conference on February 22, the audio recording was played, and the
sense of the world holding its breath and leaning forward to hear it was palpable. After the whirring of the
rover itself was filtered out, the puff of Martian winds was clearly audible. On a barren plain 129.9 million
miles away, an alien wind blew, and humans strained to hear.
LISTENING FOR DELIVERANCE
In our passage today, the children of Israel wondered how they could tell the difference between the words
of a false prophet and the words of a prophet sent from God. They were leaning forward to hear, but there
was interference that made discernment difficult—and their very deliverance as a people rested on hearing
correctly. God told Moses to have the people watch to see if the alleged prophet’s words came true. If they
didn’t, that person was not a prophet sent from God.
1. What’s the most memorable sound you’ve ever heard?
2. When have your ears told you that something was wrong or dangerous?
3. How do you know when you’re hearing from God, from yourself, or from some other source?
Get unlimited access to the “Unpacking This Week’s Lesson” podcast when you sign up for our Church
Support Program: https://churchsupport.davidccook.org/.
Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “In the Sweet By and By”
Music Video, Multicultural: “Fill Me Up” by Casey J
Music Video, Contemporary: “There Is A Hope” by Stuart Townend
Guzik’s Commentary on Deuteronomy 18
Gill’s Exposition of Deuteronomy 18
Pett’s Commentary on Deuteronomy 18

