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FALSE TESTIMONY GIVEN TO SWAY A JURY
Last month, the Indiana Court of Appeals reexamined the case of a man sentenced to 55 years in prison for 
the murder of an elderly woman in 2002. Andrew Royer was convicted of the murder due largely to testimony 
that was coerced, falsified, and later disproved, and now the court is deciding whether or not to “vacate” the 
previous conviction. The detective in the case was removed from other cases for making misleading statements 
to attorneys. It was also revealed that the key witness was paid for her testimony and threatened with having 
her children taken from her if she didn’t comply. Falsehoods were presented to the legal authority in order to 
bring about someone’s desired outcome.

TRUE TESTIMONY GIVEN TO JUDGE A KING
When King Ahab wanted to find out if an attack against the Arameans at Ramoth-Gilead would succeed, he 
sent for the prophet Micaiah. All of Ahab’s other advisors were telling him that God would surely give him the 
victory, and even Micaiah said the same. But Micaiah did so, he explained, because God had ordained that Ahab 
must die in the battle. He essentially said, “Sure, go ahead, my king. It is God’s will for you to fight them. Not for 
you to win, however.” Truth was spoken to the king in order to bring about God’s desired outcome.

1. When has false testimony been used against you or someone you know?
2. Why is it sometimes hard to speak truth to those in power?
3. If we feel we must speak truth to someone in authority, how can we be sure we’re delivering God’s will 

and not just speaking from our own mind or preferences?

Get unlimited access to “Unpacking This Week’s Lesson” podcast when you sign up for our Church  
Support Program: https://churchsupport.davidccook.org/.

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “Dwelling in Beaulah Land”
Music Video, Multicultural: “Reconciler” by Nashville Life Music

Music Video, Contemporary: “Crooked Heart” by Stillman
Guzik’s Commentary on 1 Kings 22

Adam Clarke’s Commentary on 1 Kings 22
Gill’s Exposition of 1 Kings 22

https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://churchsupport.davidccook.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DNX75GAAagA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9U5GCEvRCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XrKO0p3rAXc
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/1-kings-22/
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/acc/1-kings-22.html
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/gill/1_kings/22.htm

