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SECRET PLOT EXPOSED BY A PHOTO
British television network ITV has begun shooting a dramatic portrayal of a notorious crime committed in 2002. 
John and Anne Darwin, an English couple in their sixties decided to fake John’s death in a canoeing accident in 
order to claim nearly $1 million in insurance payouts. The scam involved Anne reporting John’s death to police 
and then lying to their two sons, who were devastated by the loss of their father. Meanwhile, John lived in a 
secret room for five years, using the stolen money to plan for he and Anne to begin a new life in Panama. Their 
crime was discovered when an amateur sleuth, acting on a tip, Googled “John,” “Anne,” and “Panama” and found 
an image of the couple in Panama, and then contacted media and the police. The treacherous plans the Darwins 
kept secret were revealed to the world, and their expectations were thwarted.

SECRET PLANS EXPOSED BY THE LORD
People in Isaiah’s day thought they could hide their treacherous plans from the Lord. They went to great lengths 
to do so, and they were confident that He would never find out. One of their worst offenses was that they 
claimed to honor the Lord with their words and offerings, but their hearts were far from Him. Their hypocrisy 
would bring about God’s judgment, and their expectations of deception would all be dashed. But God never-
theless remained with His arms stretched out to His people and gave them hope for the future. 

1. What’s an example of someone you know who tried to deceive but whose plans fell apart?
2. How do we sometimes claim to honor God but don’t?
3. Since we know God understands our private thoughts, why do we sometimes think we can hide from the 

Lord?

Get unlimited access to “Unpacking This Week’s Lesson” podcast when you sign up for our Church  
Support Program: https://churchsupport.davidccook.org/.

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “Rock-A My Soul” by The Acappella Company
Music Video, Multicultural: “Rock-A My Soul” by The Acappella Company

Music Video, Contemporary: “Rock-A My Soul” by The Acappella Company
Guzik’s Commentary on Isaiah 29

Matthew Henry’s Commentary on Isaiah 29
Pulpit Commentary on Isaiah 29

https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://churchsupport.davidccook.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WI_V1hfPGwU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WI_V1hfPGwU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WI_V1hfPGwU
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/isaiah-29/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/Isa/Isa_029.cfm
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/tpc/isaiah-29.html

