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LIVING FARTHER FROM THE CITY
As the pandemic caused a shift from in-person employment to remote work, people began to realize they 
didn’t have to live in the big city anymore. If they weren’t forced to show up at the desk at 8:00 A.M., why fight 
the traffic and endure the other hassles of urban living? Realtors in the Seattle area, for example, found demand 
skyrocketing for housing in more outlying and rural areas. “People were coming up to the islands and Whatcom 
County in droves,” said real estate agent Annie Dameron Pederson. People began to arrive “with cash to spend 
and mountain bikes in tow,” said Windermere agent Damian Pro. “They have this mentality of, ‘We want to live 
our best life.’” For them, that means moving away from something.

LIVING CLOSER TO THE LORD
For the psalmist in ancient Israel, pursuing the best life meant moving toward something—namely, the temple, 
the place where God was thought to dwell. In our passage today, the psalmist admires the swallow, who builds 
a nest very close to the altar of God. He wishes to be the lowest servant in the house of the Lord rather than 
to dwell in lavish luxury with the wicked.

1.	 If you could live anywhere in the world, where would it be, and why?
2.	 When have you taken a big step back and reevaluated important aspects of your life?
3.	 What do you do when you feel a desire to move closer to the Lord?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “Stand by Me” by Melissa Schworer
Music Video, Multicultural: “Lord, Lift Us Up Where We Belong” by Bebe and Deborah Joy Winans

Music Video, Contemporary: “Behold Him” by Mission House & Citizens (Revere)
Guzik’s Commentary on Psalm 84
Pulpit Commentary on Psalm 84

Matthew Henry’s Commentary on Psalm 84

https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTjM1Ek8CoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=soCJxdJK3Rg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5UlLPYVmstA
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/psalm-84/
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/tpc/psalms-84.html
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/Psa/Psa_084.cfm

