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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

WHEN THE UNIFORM IS TOO BIG

During the recently concluded Winter Olympics in Beijing, five female Japanese ski jumpers were disqualified
because of their uniforms. The thigh portions of the team’s suits were found to fit 2cm too loosely, which could
give an aerodynamic advantage. “l am very sorry that the chance of winning a medal has been taken away from
the Japanese team,” said ski jumper Sara Takanashi. “It is an undeniable fact that my disqualification changed
everyone’s lives. Even if | apologize, the [chance for a] medal will not be returned.”

WHEN THE SELF IS TOO BIG

While Job was challenged by his friends and wife to accept their sometimes-false views of God, he stood firm
and maintained his innocence. However, he did finally complain to God that he had been treated unfairly. The
Lord reminded Job that God is the Almighty One and Job is a mere human. Thus returned to his proper rev-
erence and fear of the Lord, Job humbled himself and repented in dust and ashes, and God again blessed him
bountifully.

1. On the whole, do you tend to be a stickler for the rules, or do you prefer to let things slide? Why?

2. How might we compare Job's sense of smallness before God with our own culture’s emphasis on throw-
ing off authority in order to “live our own truth™

3. What other examples can you think of in which someone humbled himself and God raised him up?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “VVhat a Friend VWe Have in Jesus” by Paul Baloche
Music Video, Multicultural: “VWhat a Beautiful Name (Spanish & English)” by Hillsong
Music Video, Contemporary: “Yet Not |, But Through Christ in Me” by Mission House & Citizens (Revere)
Guzik's Commentary on Job 42
Pulpit Commentary on Job 42
Coffman’s Commentary on |ob 42
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Mhv94IixXw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17-a2YdcAOA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MqmuzmDw5b4
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/job-42/
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/pulpit/job/42.htm
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/bcc/job-42.html

