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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

RESCUED FROM UKRAINE

In the early days of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, business owner Vladislav Guristrimba awoke to explosions and
missile strikes near his home. Russian missiles were bombarding Kiev's airport, not far from the Guristrimba
residence. Vladislav and his wife, Dariya, made hasty plans, and three days later they and their five children fled
the fighting to meet up with Dariya’s parents. In the city of Sokryany, on the border with Moldova, Vladislav got
the family to safety. But instead of joining them in the rescue, Vladislav remained in Ukraine to help other fami-
lies find their way to safety. Using his resources and contacts, he arranged for the escape of others to Moldova
and Poland. “I'm not going to fight,” Vladislav said, “because I'm not military. My value is as a manager. | can be a
manager in a military system or a volunteer system.”

RESCUED FROM BABYLON

After the Jewish captives had lived so long in Babylonian exile, the new ruler—Darius of Persia—allowed them
to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. Under Ezra’s leadership, the temple was rebuilt, and in the sixth
year of Darius's reign, the people dedicated the house of the Lord by celebrating Passover. Their relief and joy
over how God had rescued them overflowed in seven days of celebration.

1. What emotions has the invasion of Ukraine brought up in you?
2. If an invasion happened in your nation, what would you do?
3. When have you been rescued from something?! How did you celebrate?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “The Love of God”

Music Video, Multicultural: “Jiren” by Elevation VWorship & Maverick City
Music Video, Contemporary: “Tear the Veil” by Nathan Jess
Guzik's Commentary on Ezra 6
Gill's Exposition of Ezra 6
Matthew Henry's Commentary on Ezra 6
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jNDAShYIUuY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mC-zw0zCCtg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SV-FNcrdNCw
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/ezra-6/
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/geb/ezra-6.html
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/Ezr/Ezr_006.cfm

