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IN BONDAGE TO FEAR 
Earlier this month, a Utah man slammed his car into a man sitting on a parked motorcycle. Surveillance video 
shows the car approaching and then accelerating toward the man and motorcycle. The car hits, sending the bike 
crashing away and the rider upside-down in the air and off the hood. Miraculously, the rider hops to his feet, 
mostly uninjured. But the driver leaps from the car and attacks the man. The driver fled but was soon arrested. 
He insisted that he believed the unarmed motorcyclist was a hitman who had been hired to assassinate him. He 
said he’d had a hit out on him since 2009 and decided that it was time to kill or be killed. His bondage to a fear 
of death caused him to try to kill an innocent man.

SET FREE BY THE SON
Jesus told some Jews who had believed in Him that they needed to be set free from their bondage, and He said 
He was the one who could grant their freedom. This offended them, and they made the outrageous claim that 
they were free and had never been slaves of anyone. Jesus primarily meant that they were slaves to sin, and yet 
this offended them even more. Nevertheless, He promised that they could be set free—free indeed—by the 
Son of God. 

1. What’s the most serious traffic accident you’ve ever witnessed or been part of? 
2. When do fears, especially irrational fears, tend to come upon you?
3. Why do you think the Jewish believers were offended by Jesus’ words about freedom? 

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “Great Is the Lord” by Michael W. Smith
Music Video, Multicultural: “You Are Good” by Casey J

Music Video, Contemporary: “There Is a Day” by Lou Fellingham
Guzik’s Commentary on John 8
Constable’s Exposition of John 8

Gill’s Exposition of John 8

https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVL0aka7Bho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-tdHY41298&list=PLX5JrxrCtN6Adc6jLMijFgoV_p_bz6qLf&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fQuUWJ-Ch4Q
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/john-8/
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/dcc/john-8.html
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/gill/john/8.htm

