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PEACE AS THE WORLD GIVES
The Russian invasion continues, and nowhere in Ukraine seems safe—not even 167 miles away from the fight-
ing. Earlier this month, Liza Dmytriyeva, a little four-year-old girl with Down syndrome, played big-girl in a park 
in the city of Vinnytsia, pushing her own stroller and smiling up at her mommy in a video posted to social media. 
Photos from hours later show the stroller on its side, mangled and bloody, marking the spot where Liza was 
killed by a Russian cruise missile that destroyed the medical center nearby. The peace the world gives—assuring 
families that being far away from the battlefield will keep them safe—is not real peace.

PEACE AS THE LORD GIVES
On the night Jesus was to be betrayed, he promised that though he himself was going away from his disciples 
for a while, they would see him again. Better yet, he would come to them in the form of a helper or advocate, 
the Spirit of truth, so he could be in them—and they in him—forever. The Holy Spirit brings the peace that 
Jesus carried inside him, and no act of war, disease, or death can ever separate those who believe in him from 
the peace he gives. 

1. What has been your strongest reaction to the war in Ukraine?
2. When has human or earthly peace failed you?
3. How have you felt the peace of the Lord—and have you experienced it lately?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “Stand Up and Bless the Lord”
Music Video, Multicultural: “The Glory of the Lord” by Stephen Hurd

Music Video, Contemporary: “Mother Bird, Mother Bear” by Leslie Jordan
Guzik’s Commentary on John 14

Matthew Henry’s Commentary on John 14
Ellicott’s Commentary on John 14

https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VsoAH73qklA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngSya_VNeZw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgCR-PMAJTQ
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/john-14/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/Jhn/Jhn_014.cfm?a=1011001
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/ellicott/john/14.htm

