IN.THE Lesson s
_ ; R L D January 1, 2023

John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

DEBT FORGIVENESS FOR A STUDENT

The federal Student Loan Forgiveness program is understandably popular for the many millions of college stu-
dents carrying debt from their educational loans. Some analysts, however, point out that such forgiveness may
encourage financial irresponsibility and that it would tend to discourage those who worked to repay their debt
after graduation. But with university costs skyrocketing and the pandemic putting some people out of work,
many have fallen behind and feel they can never recover. No matter what may be said about the policy or the
program, when a person needs help with any debt, forgiveness is always welcome.

SIN FORGIVENESS FOR A PEOPLE

Today's passage includes one of the most well-known verses in the Old Testament. The “If my people...” pas-
sage is a common rallying cry to call a nation back to God. The benefits of turning the hearts of a people back
to God are many, not least of which being forgiveness of sin. The dangers of turning away from the Lord are
manifold, as well, and include invasion, conquest, and exile to another land—all of which did happen for God’s
people.

1. What do you think about any effort to forgive or cancel financial debt?
2. As we enter this new year, who in your life will you decide to forgive?
3. What benefits and dangers are there in today's world for turning toward or away from God?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “"All the Way My Savior Leads Me”
Music Video, Multicultural: “Here Is Our Halleluiah” by Village Lights
Music Video, Contemporary: “Here Is Our Halleluiah” by Village Lights
Guzik's Commentary on 2 Chronicles 7
Matthew Henry's Commentary on 2 Chronicles 7
Benson Commentary on 2 Chronicles 7/
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https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SxAITVt58_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sSlK1DeqQdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sSlK1DeqQdE
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/2-chronicles-7/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/2Ch/2Ch_007.cfm?a=374001
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/benson/2_chronicles/7.htm

