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OVERCOME BY SMOKE
A 66-year-old woman in Benton Harbor, MI, died in October in a house fire. When firefighters arrived at 1:49 
p.m., fire was coming from the eaves of the home. The incident commander circled the house and found the 
woman’s husband struggling to open the back door to rescue his wife, but he was overcome by smoke and 
could not proceed. The firefighters entered the home and rescued the woman. On the way to the hospital, she 
regained a pulse, but she later died from her injuries. It was her birthday the next day.

NOT OVERCOME BY FIRE
Though God’s people had disobeyed Him, He still promised to not forsake them. He was their God and He 
had summoned them by name. Though waters might rise up against them, they would not drown, and though 
they passed through fire, they would not be overcome. They were witnesses to the fact that the Lord is the 
only God.

1. Have you ever had breathing problems caused by smoke? What did it feel like?
2. When, if ever, have you felt that God might have abandoned you?
3. How can you know that God has called you and not forsaken you?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “Abide with Me” by Keith and Kristyn Getty
Music Video, Multicultural: “Abide with Me” by the Nathaniel Dett Chorale

Music Video, Contemporary: “Abide with Me” by the Nathaniel Dett Chorale
Guzik’s Commentary on Isaiah 43
Pulpit Commentary on Isaiah 43

Gill’s Exposition of Isaiah 43

https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GnagUvvpGjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tzg7m_EckFg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tzg7m_EckFg
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/isaiah-43/
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/pulpit/isaiah/43.htm
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/geb/isaiah-43.html

