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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

IMPARTIALITY REQUIRED IN AFGHANISTAN

Humanitarian agencies working around the world sometimes struggle to ensure that the aid they deliver makes
it into all the right hands. For example, in Afghanistan the Taliban has recently placed restrictions on food aid
agencies that make it nearly impossible to assess whether or not the food is reaching the most vulnerable—
women and children—with any degree of impartiality. Some agencies have halted their aid to the country be-
cause of the restrictions. The issue highlights the difficulty of balancing women'’s rights with delivering aid.

IMPARTIALITY REQUIRED AT CHURCH

This week’s passage records James' observation that people in churches were giving precedence to rich con-
gregants and treating poor congregants disrespectfully. Though some among the rich were exploiting other
Christians and dragging them into court, these were the ones being honored. He called believers to treat all
people equally and to remember that God has chosen the poor to be rich in faith.

1. What factors prevent vulnerable people from receiving aid, even when it's offered?
2. When and where have you seen good examples of impartiality at church?
3. What explains the tendency to treat rich people favorably?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
Music Video, Multicultural: “Have Your Way” by Casey |
Music Video, Contemporary: “Coming Back” by Thrive Worship
Guzik's Commentary on James 2
Ellicott's Commentary on James 2
Matthew Henry's Commentary on James 2
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-hN740J6qA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmTzLSlIFsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YF4K17iU7DI
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/james-2/
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/ellicott/james/2.htm
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/Jam/Jam_002.cfm

