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A FATAL STUMBLE
Changes may be coming to equestrian events after the tragic death of Irish rider Tiggy Hancock (15) in 2021. 
An inquiry last month found that the trained showjumping horse the young girl was riding could not see a jump 
bar. This led to a tumble in which horse and rider flipped. Tiggy landed on the ground first and the horse fell 
on top of her, crushing her chest and one lung, leading to her death. Her mother, who witnessed the fall, said 
the obstacle was “brown water with a brown jump and brown sand.” Tiggy is remembered as an accomplished 
rider and rising star in Irish equestrian sport. The family welcomes the call to use contrasting colors so both 
horse and rider can see obstacles, hopefully avoiding future tragedy.

AN ETERNAL STUMBLE
In today’s passage, Jesus drives home the importance of not stumbling and not causing others to stumble. To 
follow Jesus in humility and devotion is the way to enter the kingdom of heaven, and nothing must be allowed 
to be an obstacle to this. The stakes can be eternal. He urges us to prefer entry into the kingdom over anything 
on earth—and to be sure not to block others as they seek to get in.

1. What experience do you have with horses?
2. If you could suggest a safety improvement to any sport or activity, what would it be?
3. Why did Jesus use such disturbing imagery in today’s passage?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “Are You Washed in the Blood of the Lamb?” by Joey & Rory
Music Video, Multicultural: “We Will Feast in the House of Zion” by Anchor Hymns

Music Video, Contemporary: “Real Thing” by Songs from the Soil
Guzik’s Commentary on Matthew 18
Clarke’s Commentary on Matthew 18

Matthew Henry’s Commentary on Matthew 18

https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQ1pfbmCKb0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JvPVCOCX6c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuKNg3NdiKc
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/matthew-18/
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/clarke/matthew/18.htm
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/Mat/Mat_018.cfm

