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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

TRADING UP FOR EDGE PRESSURE

In Kansas City last month, the NFL draft took place. In the third round, the Carolina Panthers traded the Pitts-
burgh Steelers a late fourth-round draft in exchange for the eightieth overall pick. The Panthers wanted Univer-
sity of Oregon outside linebacker D] Johnson, and they were concerned he wouldn't still be available when their
next pick—at ninety-three overall—came around. Johnson fits well with the new defensive scheme the Panthers
are adopting, which benefits from multiple edge rushers who can get to the quarterback. “This was one of the
teams that | liked and wanted to go to,” Johnson said of the Panthers. “l am super excited. Super juiced. This is
one of my dream spots, for sure.”

TRADING UP FOR LEGS THAT WORK

One day not long after the Day of Pentecost, Peter and John were hailed by a paralyzed man begging for money
at one of the gates to the temple. The man was hoping for silver or gold to help him get by one more day, just
as he'd done most of the days of his life, having been paralyzed since birth. But Peter offered him the chance to
trade up for something much better than coins. He offered him the chance, in the name of Jesus Christ, to gain
the use of his legs. He accepted, and his legs and ankles were miraculously healed. He leapt and cavorted and
shouted praise to God, and a crowd ran up to see this miracle.

1. What are your feelings about the NFL or other pro sports leagues?
2. When have you seen God give someone something greater than they'd dared hope for?
3. In what ways has your life with the Lord been a “trade up” from the life you had before?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “Fairest Lord Jesus” by Celtic Hymns
Music Video, Multicultural: “Father, Let Your Kinedom Come” by Urban Doxology
Music Video, Contemporary: “Even Still, Even So” by Matt Redman
Guzik's Commentary on Acts 3
JFB Commentary on Acts 3
Matthew Henry's Commentary on Acts 3
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https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1Aga22hkvU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHIGm7qYVz4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGkKDYhfq_c
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/acts-3/
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/jfb/acts/3.htm
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/Act/Act_003.cfm

