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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

KINDNESS TO A LEGAL ENEMY

Last month, a years-long legal battle involving actress Gwyneth Paltrow concluded in her favor. On the slopes
of a Utah ski resort in 2016, Paltrow and another skier, Terry Sanderson (now 76), collided, resulting in injuries
to Mr. Sanderson. He sued her for $3.1 million, and she counter-sued for one dollar plus attorney fees. After a
highly publicized court trial last month, the jury sided with Paltrow. On her way out of the courtroom, the ac-
tress went to Mr. Sanderson and, rather than gloating, told him, “I wish you well.” Sanderson responded, “Thank
you, dear;” and later characterized Paltrow’s gesture as “very kind.”

KINDNESS TO A SPIRITUAL ENEMY

Saul the Pharisee had been blinded in a divine encounter on the road to Damascus. The Lord had rendered him
blind in order to open his eyes. Jesus appeared in a vision to a faithful discipled named Ananias, instructing him
to go lay hands on Saul to regain his vision and bestow the Holy Spirit. Ananias, quite naturally perhaps, asked
the Lord for clarification. But God sent him to his former enemy to make him a brother.

1. What is a celebrity encounter you have had?
2. When have you or others doubted whether someone had actually become a Christian?
3. How have you acted with Christ’s love toward someone you formerly considered an enemy?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “|esus, Lover of My Soul” by Michael Card
Music Video, Multicultural: “VWhere You Are” by Niiella and Sanctuary Music
Music Video, Contemporary: “Keep on Proving It” by Gas Street Music
Guzik's Commentary on Acts 9
Ellicott's Commentary on Acts 9
Matthew Henry's Commentary on Acts 9
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https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uukxX8vF5ao
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZExRLPVj_7Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWCIYr3IQ74
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/acts-9/
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/ellicott/acts/9.htm
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/Act/Act_009.cfm

