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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

TRAGIC MISTAKEN IDENTITY

In San Francisco last month, a family that had already been touched by tragedy was struck again. In 2008, in a
case of mistaken identity, three members of the Tony Bologna family were killed in gang violence. Tony and two
of his sons, Michael and Matthew, were murdered when Edwin Ramos, an MS-13 gang member, thought one
of the sons was a member of a rival gang. Left behind were Tony’s third son, Andrew, and Tony's wife, Danielle,
and daughter, Francesca. But last month, Danielle and Francesca were killed when a car veered into their lane
on a highway. Now Andrew Bologna has had to bury every member of his family. A GoFundMe page has been
set up to allow people to provide assistance to him.

SINFUL FALSE IDENTITY

In today’s passage, the Pharisees came under the Lord’s discipline for hypocrisy. They presented a false identity
of being pure and righteous, carrying their supposed love for God to the extent of giving Him a tenth of every-
thing—even their garden herbs—and yet their hearts were full of sin and greed. Jesus exposed their facade and
called them to make their true selves line up with the righteous identity they showed the world.

1. When have you or someone you know been touched by false or mistaken identity?

2. Why is it sometimes tempting to present a more positive, but not entirely accurate, version of ourselves
to others?

3. When has someone been honest with you about their faults?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “Majesty”

Music Video, Multicultural: “Freedom” by Brandon Love
Music Video, Contemporary: “In Jesus’ Name” by Katy Nichole
Guzik's Commentary on Luke 11
R.C. Sproul on Luke 11 and Hypocrisy
[VP New Testament Commentary on Luke 11:37-54
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTcetHTcQyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phdWbbPge44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihrUIPfvTh8
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/luke-11/
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/sermons/woes-hypocrites
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/ivp-nt/Jesus-Rebukes-Pharisees-Scribes

