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COPYRIGHT NO LONGER APPLIES
On January 1, 2024, the Walt Disney Company’s copyright protection on Mickey Mouse finally runs out. Techni-
cally, it’s just the 1928 animated short film “Steamboat Willie,” Mickey Mouse’s first appearance in film, that will 
no longer be protected. But at 12:01 a.m. in the new year, the entire film will enter the public domain and be fair 
game to anyone to do with as they please. Users have already been using Mickey and other Disney characters in 
their own art before now, but there has always been a risk of legal action from the copyright holder. But come 
the new year, that risk will disappear. In this day of artificial intelligence-driven graphics, who knows what new 
forms—delightful or unsettling—people will come up with for that mouse.

RESTRICTIONS NO LONGER APPLY
Paul urged the Christians in Colossae to leave behind the “elemental principles” of the world, specifically man-
made restrictions pertaining to special foods, festivals, and dates. These strict limitations, which were easy to 
understand even if they were not so easy to obey, belonged to the non-Christian way of living. Paul wanted 
his readers to abandon such restrictions and stop thinking that such rules had any value to produce a heart of 
godliness, humility, or wisdom.  

1.	 What is your favorite animated character or movie? 
2.	 What food dish are you most looking forward to enjoying in the holidays?
3.	 How can we be sure we don’t put our faith in human restrictions that have no value in God’s eyes?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “I Hear My Savior Calling” by the Stanley Brothers
Music Video, Multicultural: “God Is Good” by Anchored Collective

Music Video, Contemporary: “Joy Like a River” by Every Nation Worship
Study and Obey on Colossians 2:16–23

Into Thy Word Commentary on Colossians 2:16–23
Guzik’s Commentary on Colossians 2

https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vv5i3lMutBo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rn3Wxv6RTZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jlniF0NivCc
https://studyandobey.com/colossians-2-16-23-sermon/
http://www.intothyword.org/apps/articles/default.asp?articleid=53102
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/colossians-2/

