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John 17:9-19

Connect timeless truths with today’s news.

FREEDOM THAT RISKS HARM TO ONESELF

Protestors in several countries recently commemorated the anniversary of the death of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-
old Kurdish-lranian woman who died in police custody in Iran last year. Amini had been arrested by morality
police for allegedly violating Iran’s mandatory headscarf law. Her death is believed to have resulted from beatings
inflicted by Iranian police. News of the tragedy triggered massive protests across the country that threatened
to overthrow the Islamic regime. Though the uprising was violently put down, women in Tehran and elsewhere
could be seen openly flaunting the headscarf rule. Amini's efforts to win freedom were celebrated by anniver-
sary gatherings not only in Iran but also in England, France, Italy, and Germany.

FREEDOM THAT RISKS HARM TO OTHERS

Paul countered the claims of some people connected to the church at Corinth who were saying that freedom
in Christ meant they were freed from restrictions of any kind. The apostle argued against such libertinism, saying
that the freedom we have in Jesus is not meant to be license to sin—nor should it be used to cause others to
stumble. If our flaunting of freedoms harms the faith of others, then we are not walking in love.

1. What freedoms do you enjoy now that you or others had to fight for?
2. Why do people sometimes flaunt freedoms that others do not have access to?
3. How can we keep our freedoms from becoming a stumbling block for someone else?

Additional Resources
These videos and materials are for your personal use. If you show videos in class, be sure to have the necessary rights to do so.

Music Video, Traditional: “I Am Thine, O Lord, | Have Heard Thy Voice”
Music Video, Multicultural: “Nobody” by K-Anthony
Music Video, Contemporary: “Give Me Jesus” by UPPERROOM
Bible Project Overview of 1 Corinthians
Asbury Bible Commentary on Food Sacrificed to Idols in 1 Corinthians
Commentary on 1 Corinthians 10 from BibleStudyCourses.org
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https://www.standardlesson.com/category/in-the-world/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EnPeMwO-iio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smQmHGrSCks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEenBiBh91A
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/1-corinthians/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/asbury-bible-commentary/f-food-sacrificed-to-idols-8-1-11-1
https://biblestudycourses.org/1-corinthians-bible-study-courses/1-corinthians-10-23-11-1-exploring-the-passage/

