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In THe ;
WORLD “And now | am no more in the world,
but these are in the world...” (John 17:11).

Use this recent news story to help your students see the relevance
of this week’s lesson from the Standard Lesson Commentary”®
or Standard Lesson Quarterly®.

DISQUALIFIED

A racehorse named Maximum Security led this year’s Kentucky Derby from beginning to end. However,
the horse was charged with pushing War of Will out of its lane, causing it to bump into Country House.
Country House showed great spirit, recovering from the incident to finish second. Although Maximum
Security’s rule violation may have been unintentional, officials disqualified the horse on the basis that it
could have injured several horses and their jockeys. As a result, Country House, a 65-to-1 underdog, was
awarded the win.

WINNING GOD’S WAY

Many people who are considered winners by the world trust in their natural abilities to succeed. But when
the competition is fierce, they sometimes bump aside others who get in the way. Other people who are
disdained by the world as losers live by the Spirit, trusting God to bring the victory, and persevere through
the bumps of life. The apostle Paul assures us that such people can recover from life’s blows to win the
prize at the end of the race.

1. Tell of someone you know who surmounted obstacles placed in their path (perhaps by their flesh or
the devil) and found victory in the life of faith.

2. What can we do to ensure that we don’t “bump” someone else and cause them to stumble?

3. How can we be sure that we are being led by God’s Spirit and not by our flesh?

—Charles R. Boatman
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